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In 1966, the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Works began to clear land for 
the Southwest Expressway (as proposed 
originally in 1948) paralleling the Penn 
Central right-of-way from I-95 in Canton 
through Hyde Park, Roslindale, Jamaica 
Plain and Roxbury to the Mass. Avenue 
ramp of the Southeast Expressway in 
Boston. The Expressway was to join the 
proposed Inner Belt near Northeastem 
University, and its median strip was to be 
used by the MBTA’s Relocated Orange 
Line, while railroad service was to be 
moved to the Midlands Division of the 
Penn Central Railroad. 

Because of the impacts of these propos- 
als on the city and its neighborhoods, 
Governor Francis W. Sargent declared a 
moratorium on new highway construc- 
tion within Route 128. He established the 
Boston Transportation Planning Review 
to make a thorough study of regional 
transportation needs. In November, 

1972, after numerous public hearings, 

the Governor declared that the Southwest 
Expressway should not be built. Previ- 
ously, however, 100 acres along its route 
bee e| foc cleared in anticipation of its 
feeetiectiae (oem 

In July, 1973, with concurrence of 
Boston’s Mayor Kevin H. White who had 
urged the cancellation of I-95, the 
Governor appointed a Southwest Corridor 
Development Coordinator to bring 
. together the many public agencies and 

‘numerous citizens’ groups to plan the 
development of the Corridor. 

The roadway was officially removed 
from the Federal Interstate Highway 
System in June, 1974, and funds to build 
it were transferred, under the provisions 
of the 1973 Federal Highway Act, to the 
construction of transit. It was the first 
time that a public policy decision was 
made to scrap plans for a major express- 
way and to divert its funds and lands to 
transit and community development. 
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This report—the result of work during 
the past year by the citizens and commu- 
nity groups of the Southwest Working 
Committee, agency personnel and the 
Southwest Coordinator’s staff—should be 
viewed not as the end of a particular 
project, but rather as a beginning, the 
basis for further discussion and neighbor- 
hood planning. It indicates both commu- 
nity goals and realistic development 
potential. It is flexible enough to permit 
change as new information becomes 
available. 

The Southwest Corridor must be a 
= where people can live, work and do 

siness. Since it is the first time an area 
cleared for an Expressway has been redes- 
een for alternative uses, it presents 
sthe unique opportunity for sound plan- 
ning so that new development will not 
only serve regional transportation and 
recreation purposes but also local neigh- 
borhood needs. From an area of contro- 
versy in the past, it can become the model 
for urban living in the future. 


1. Fenway 
2. South End 


3. Jamaica Plain 


4. Roxbury 


5. West Roxbury 


6. Roslindale 
7. Hyde Park 
8. Needham 
9. Dedham 
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Proposed Transportation 
Facilities 

The Southwest Corridor will accom- 
modate the major transportation 
elements listed below. They have been 
expressed as preferences of the Common- 
wealth by the Governor, and by the Joint 
Regional Transportation Committee in 
plans forwarded to the Federal Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 





1. The MBTA rapid transit Orange Line 
between Forest Hills and South Cove is 
to be relocated from the elevated struc- 
ture on Washington Street to a depressed 
alignment paralleling the Penn Central 
railroad embankment and Columbus 
Avenue. The nine stations planned are at 
South Cove, Back Bay Station, Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Ruggles Street at North- 
eastern, Roxbury Crossing, Jackson 
Square, Boylston Street, Green Street, and 
Forest Hills. 

2. The present Penn Central railroad 
embankment from the vicinity of North- 
eastern University to approximately 
Green Street in Jamaica Plain will be 
demolished and replaced by a depressed 
alignment for five transit and railroad 
tracks, ramping up to the present railroad 
grade at Forest Hills. The tracks will carry 
the Relocated Orange Line, Amtrak trains, 
and improved commuter rail service. 


3. Extension of the Orange Line beyond 
Forest Hills to Needham via the Penn 
Central Needham branch is presently 
under analysis. Express service from 
Forest Hills to downtown is also 
contemplated. 

4. Commuter service improvements 
along the entire main line from the down- 
town to Canton and south will be made. 
This service will consist of increased 
frequency, better roadbed and the provis- 
ion of new vehicles. It is anticipated that 
the right-of-way will be electrified and 
that some service along the main line 
south of Forest Hills might eventually 
serve as a branch of the Orange Line. 

5. An Arterial Street will be constructed 
from Massachusetts Avenue at City 
Hospital at least as far as Jackson Square 
in Roxbury and may extend to Forest 
Hills in Jamaica Plain. 

A four lane, divided segment of this 
street will be built between Massachu- 
setts Avenue and Columbus Avenue at 
Ruggles Street. It will allow the removal 
of traffic from residential streets, the 
consolidation of several other streets in 
the area, and provide access to early devel- 
opment parcels and MBTA construction. 


Both Tremont Street and Columbus 
Avenue will be replaced between Ruggles 
Street and Jackson Square by a six-lane, 
divided arterial street. It will join the 
new crosstown section of the Arterial at 
Ruggles Street. 

Under consideration is the extension of 
the Arterial as a four-lane, undivided 
street between Jackson Square and Forest 
Hills through Jamaica Plain, intended to 
allow traffic relief on Lamartine, Amory, 
Washington and Centre Streets. 

6. A major green belt between the 
Fenway at Ruggles Street and the 
Arborway at Forest Hills will serve as an 
addition to the green belt which begins 
in downtown Boston. It will contain bike- 
ways, ski trails and other major recreation 
facilities. 

7. Replacement transit service will be 
provided in Roxbury and in the South End 
upon the removal of the Washington 
Street “El.’’ Two replacement service 
options are under consideration. One for 
the Roxbury Replacement Service could 
run adjacent to the new cross-town 
Arterial Street in a depressed and covered 
right-of-way between the new Orange 
Line station at Ruggles Street and the 
vicinity of Dudley Station. Its route 
would then be via either Harrison Avenue 
and Warren Street, or Blue Hill Avenue, or 
the Midlands Branch, to Grove Hall. 

The South End Replacement Service 
will consist of surface transportation. 
Options include a Green Line trolley on 
Washington Street between Dudley Sta- 
tion and the downtown subway system at 
South Cove, and buses operating in a 
reserved right-of-way between Dudley 
Station and downtown. 

8. A Cross-Town Transit Service is 
under consideration as part of the Region's 
transit improvements. Its alignment 
would be around the core from the Green 
Line in Somerville through Cambridge 
and Boston, to the Red Line near South 
Station. It might share the right-of-way 
of the Roxbury Replacement Service 
east of Columbus Avenue. An easement 
for its construction will be left in the 
cross-town segment of the Corridor. 


The Roxbury Neighborhood 


Roxbury offers the greatest challenges 
and the greatest opportunities for devel- 
opment in the Southwest Corridor. The 
neighborhood suffered from extensive 
demolition prior to the discontinuance of 
the Expressway Ironically, it is this land 
clearance, together with major public 
investments in mass transit and new 
access streets, which will speed commu- 
nity renewal. 

Residents and businessmen of Roxbury 
were among the first to grasp the effect of 
major highway construction and, subse- 
quently, of major transit facilities. The 
detail shown in the accompanying draw- 
ings and models addresses itself to neigh- 
borhood goals for economic and physical 
development. 

Provision of the Relocated Orange Line, 
the Replacement Transit facilities for the 
South End and Roxbury and of the 
Arterial Street offer new incentive for 
growth. The location of new development 
depends upon the transit station stops, 
compatibility and ease of local auto and 
truck access, and the character of adjacent 
existing uses. 
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Massachusetts Avenue 

at the Southeast Expressway 
to Washington Street: 
Parcels #1 to 7 


Transportation facilities in this segment 
consist of the four lane Arterial having 
at-grade intersections with certain exist- 
ing streets, and of the Roxbury Replace- 
ment/Cross-Town Transit facilities. They 
are located to allow the combination of 
publicly owned properties into parcels 
suitable for light industrial development. 
The Southeast Expressway (to be redesig- 
nated as Interstate Highway I-93), 
Massachusetts Avenue and the new 
Arterial Street provide access to the 
Interstate Highway System, while transit 
service will be available at the Washington 
Street station of the Replacement 
Services, and, later, at the nearby cross- 
town transit station at City Hospital. The 
work force available, high accessibility, 
and proximity to downtown make this 
land desirable for labor intensive 
industries. 

Parcels 1 and 3 are adjacent to vacant 
urban renewal parcels and could be 
“spun-out” for development prior to 
others in the area. The City’s Economic 
Development and Industrial Commission 
and the local community are investigat- 
ing the potential of these sites for light 
industrial use. Parcels 2, 4, and 6 could be 
combined with adjacent land for industrial 
or commercial use and are also being 
investigated by EDIC. Development on 
these parcels could affect the Orchard 
Park Housing development, so land is 
reserved for use as an open space buffer 
for the housing. 


Washington Street 

to Columbus Avenue and 
South to Roxbury Crossing: 
Parcels #8 to 23 


Between Harrison Avenue and Tremont 
Street, the Arterial Street and transit 
facilities create development parcels at 
the southern edge of the Corridor. Parcel 9 
between Washington Street and Shawmut 
Avenue could contain a transit station 
and be combined with BRA land extend- 
ing to Ball Street for commercial space or 
a public facility. Parcels 8 and 10, fronting 
upon the new arterial on opposite sides 
ot Washington Street represent useful 
retail locations. Retail uses orient to 
Washington Street as an extension 
of Dudley Station. Re-use of the existing 
manufacturing building in parcel 8 is 
also planned. 

The new Arterial allows Ruggles Street 
to be discontinuous, as well as the consol- 
idation of other existing streets. Low rise, 
low density townhouses are planned for 
parcels 12 and 14. Parcel 12 would also 
contain convenience shopping facilities. 
Both parcels complement the well 
planned housing of the Lower Roxbury 
Community Corporation. 

North of the Arterial, between Tremont 
Street and Shawmut Avenue connecting 
with the BRA’s new Derby Park, parcels 
11, 13, and 15 will fumish recreation and 
open space for the United Neighbors of 
Lower Roxbury, Tuckerman and Roxse 
Housing residents. They will also act as 
buffers between the Arterial and homes 
on Windsor Street. Parcels 16 and 16a 
will be used for recreation and could 
also contain community facilities for the 
St. Francis School, Whittier Street and 
LRCC residents. 

A major green belt connecting the 
Fenway and the Arborway is planned. 
Parcels 17c and d, 19, and 20 serve as key 
recreation links. Parcel 19 is created from 
land remaining after the embankment is 
removed. It will also act as a noise buffer, 
together with the deck over the transit 
depression, for Mission Hill Housing. 


Campus High School will receive addi- 
tional recreation space from parcel 22. 

At the principal transit station at 
Ruggles Street near Northeastern Univer- 
sity, parcel 18 consists of a major develop- 
ment. It is highly accessible, directly con- 
nected to transit stations (Relocated 
Orange Line and the Cross-Town/Roxbury 
Replacement Lines), and a major intersec- 
tion of the Arterial. This is a mixed use 
parcel consisting of local and regional 
shopping, office, institutional and/or 
hotel uses, which provide economic bene- 
fits to the local community and the region. 
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Roxbury Crossing 
to Jackson Square: 
Parcels #24 to 35 


Transit stations on the Relocated 
Orange Line occur at Roxbury Crossing 
and Jackson Square. The Arterial consists 
of a six-lane divided replacement for 
Columbus Avenue, with major intersec- 
tions signalized and at grade. Parcel 24 
near Roxbury Crossing and Campus High 
is appropriate for relatively dense high 
rise housing and would have associated 
retail use. 

Parcels 26, 28, and 30 consist of rela- 
tively narrow, steep sites along the side of 
Highland Park. They would become part 
of the green belt with housing located at 
points where grades and physical dimen- 
sions permit. The use of these parcels as a 
site for housing or for the proposed 
Roxbury Community College (together 
with parcel 24) becomes more feasible if 
the Arterial Street is placed over the 
transit/railroad depression. This develop- 
ment is contingent upon the completion 
of transit construction, and its exact 
programming must wait for further engi- 
neering refinements and feasibility 
determinations. 

Parcel 34 is located close to Jackson 
Square, with good automobile and transit 
access. If it should be combined with 
contiguous publicly and privately owned 
land, it offers the opportunity for major 
commercial and residential development 
next to the existing open space of the 
Connolly Playground. 

Parcel 33, adjacent to Bromley Heath 
Housing, includes the area now occupied 
by the embankment and expands the , 
existing playground for the use of resi- 
dents. A transit station will be located at 
Jackson Square covering the tracks. 

Parcel 35 near Jackson Square could 
contain additional commercial use. Its 
physical size depends on the extension of 
the Arterial Street between Jackson Square 
and Forest Hills. 

Parcels 25, 27, 29, and 31 result from 
removal of the embankment and will 
serve as future industrial space. 


The Jamaica Plain larger areas with more facilities in certain 
















. locations. The “‘no build” option would 

Nile lalevelstorere put the green belt on the ee side of the 

Major goals for redevelopment in tracks from Jackson Square to Boylston 
ele murine hmcolesienmeriii(e Sele mencimeimucmscml@rl ceria 
congestion and the strengthening of Street. It would continue on the west side 
neighborhoods now separated by the Penn at the Johnson Playground, up the hill and 
Central railroad. A major issue, requiring down to McBride Street, then.on to the 
ithedilogenulnlcoiaociininrieei ric Arborway. Under the “build” option, the 
community discussion, is whether the location of the green belt would be con- 
new Arterial Street should be extended as tinuously adjacent to the new Arterial 
a four-lane, undivided street between and Amory Street, on the east side of the 


Jackson Square and Forest Hills. This can 
be settled after thorough engineering 
analysis and honest public discussion. 

We have collectively chosen, therefore, 
to proceed with two options: extending 
the Street, the “build” option (labelled 
“C”), or not extending it, the “no build” 
option (labelled “D”’). In exploring these 
options, we will make comparisons of 
traffic generation and relief, as well as of 
community development opportunities. 
Some elements will remain constant, so 
that by narrowing our choices we will 
find grounds for agreement. This process is 
consistent with the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act. 

Demolition of the embankment and 
depression of the tracks will allow more 
streets to connect the sections of Jamaica 
Plain. New cross streets over the rail 
depression are proposed at Roys Street to 
Amory Avenue, at Paul Gore Street, at 
Minton Street in the location of the exist- 
ing pedestrian underpass, and at Gordon 
Street. A pedestrian connection could be 
tlig@ueavesthOrl cele k@nen nell 
Streets, and between Bumett and Hall 
Streets. So that the railroad can come up 
erucliei@stcor@ ell cmiu(eielt(ieccas 
will not cross the tracks and must be 
replaced by a pedestrian overpass. 

A continuous green belt between 
Jackson Square and Forest Hills is possible 
under either option. It would be at least 
15 to 20 feet wide, blossoming out into 
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Development parcels vary in size and 
shape under “build” and “no build’’ 
options for the extension of the Arterial. 
The closing of portions of Lamartine and 
Call Streets could provide traffic relief to 
residential streets and permit additional 
development. 

Parcels D9 and D11 provide prime sites 
for indoor recreational facilities under 
the “no build” option. 

The three new Orange Line Stations at 
Boylston Street, Green Street and Forest 
Hills, will provide opportunities for 
commercial and/or light industrial devel- 
opment under both options at parcels Cl 
and D1, C3 and D3 near Jackson Square. 
Parcels C4 and D4 at Boylston Station and 
parcels C6 and D6 at Green Street Station 
have limited potential for local shopping 
related to the transit stops. 

The major station at Forest Hills pro- 


’ vides the incentive for new development 


on parcels 23, 24, 25, and 26 under both 
options. Extensive improvements, and 
the location of a parking facility to replace 
the numerous and blighting on-grade lots, 
require additional engineering examination. 
Parcels at Hoffman and Roys Street, 
near Centre and Lamartine Streets, and 
across from the Club Arbeiter and along 
Call Street provide early construction 
sites (parcels C2, D2,D12,C14, D14, 
C16, D16, C18, C24, D24, C26 and D26). 
Others will not be available until after 
construction of the new transit facility. 
Parcels suitable for low rise housing 
are indicated at C2, C10, C12, D13, C20, 
C22, D22, C24 and D24. Adjacent privately 
held parcels C4x, D4x, C18x, D18x C20x, 
and D20x could also contain such housing. 
A community facility, such as the new 
Jamaica Plain High School being studied 
by the City of Boston, could be located 
partially on parcels D15 and/or D17, C26 
or D26; if they are combined with 
adjacent privately held lands (C15x and 
17x, D15x and 17x, C26x and D26x). 


The Jamaica Plain 
and Roslindale Neighborhoods 
South of Forest Hills 


The resale and rehabilitation of existing 
homes and businesses on land not 
necessary for transportation purposes is a 
major goal of Corridor development. The 
Department of Public Works is legally 
obligated to re-house its present tenants 
at rents they can afford, and is committed 
to promoting the resale of houses to 
people who will repair and live in them. 
Buildings to be resold are indicated on the 
map in solid black 

Larger buildings requiring special con- 
sideration are located on parcels El and 
E15. The six-family house on parcel E1 
could be rehabed, or could be demolished 
The vacant land next to it should be sold 
to owners of adjacent houses. The old 
Bower’s Motors Building on age E15 
will be sold for commercial or light manu 
facturing use 

New construction aimed at reinforcing 
current land use patterns in existing 
neighborhoods is another goal of Corridor 
development. Parcel E19, which has high 
aut bomotsle accessibility = serie ES 


try; either site sight 
have profession: al offices, and proposals 
for such development will be solicited 
Construction of eighty toone hundred 
l jor the elder ly 1s pro- 
omed for parcel Eg Its proximity to 
vurches, shopping and transportation 
akes it an ideal location for such hous- 
inancing for construction would be 
ava e from the Boston Housing 
Svthowits or from the Commonwealth’s 


programs 
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Single or two-family houses could be 
built on parcels El0b and E12a, E12b and 
E]2c (at Arborfield Road). Parcel E4 (on 
Rowe Street) has steep topography but 
might be usable for townhouse construc- 
tion. In these cases, parcel development 
‘kits’ will be prepared, and in them 
parcels advertised for specific development 
by the private sector. 

Public facilities should be provided at 
parcels E9 and E11, where residents have 
requested a branch library or indoor 
recreation facility. There is room on 
parcel E21 to permit expansion of the 
limited recreation space of the Barron 
School. Parcel E13b would be developed 
for recreation and gardening for use by the 
adjacent community service center, the 
Hyde Park House. 

Land around the proposed transit 
stations (parcels 26a, b, c, d; 27; E6; and 
F10) must be reserved until a detailed 
study of transportation requirements has 
been completed. As part of the improved 
transit service on the main line of the 
Penn Central Railroad, parcels E6a and b 
will be capable of multiple uses: local 
shopping, parking and bus access. 

Transportation improvements in this 
section of the Corridor will consist, at 
first, of commuter rail improvements, 
increased train frequency and better 
vehicles. It is also anticipated that this 
service will be electrified, and that it may 
function as a branch of the Orange Line. 


The Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 


Transportation improvements and 
development goals are similar to those in 
Roslindale and Jamaica Plain south of 
Forest Hills. The resale and rehabilitation 
of homes and businesses not needed for 
transportation purposes is of paramount 
importance. 

Parcels F8 and F10 will be held for 
transit station development in conjunc- 
tion with improvements along the main 
line. The increased frequency of stops at 
the Hyde Park Station will provide incen- 
tive for the growth of the Cleary Square 
area. Improvements by the MBTA already 
include the demolition of the obsolete 
River Street station and the construction 
of new passenger access ramps. Parking 
will also be improved. Relocation of 
Business Street is being considered in 
order to improve auto access. These and 
other issues will be examined in greater 
detail during engineering study. 

Buildings on Neponset Valley Parkway 
and Hyde Park Avenue at Winter Street 
will be sold and rehabilitated as will the 
houses on parcels F2 and F4. One building 
on Summer Street may be relocated as part 
of site consolidation (see below) for con- 
struction of elderly housing. 

The light industrial building and house 
of parcel Fl can also be resold for continued 

jal use. Construction of com- 
mercial facilities is possible on parcel F12 
on Business Street. 
arcels F2 and F6 would contain about 
hty to one hundred units of elderly 
g. Steps must be taken to reduce 
d levels at the location of this hous- 
in order to shield it from the nearby 
line and from Cleary Square 















sour 















SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR - HYDE PARK 
TRANSPORTATION ALIGNMENTS 
DEVELOPMENT PARCELS 


AND LAND 





Veni 




















Economic Impact of the Southwest Corridor on the City of Boston 


























) Commercial/ Open Space/ 
| Development Potential Residential Industrial Retail Institutional* Recreational Transportation® Other! Total 
Land Area 
Square Feet (000’s) 1,675-1,579 862-988 591-624 315-372 903-1,143 7,311-6,881 285-287 11,942-11,865 
Acres 38.5-36.1 19.8-22.7 13.6-14.4 7.2-8.5 20.8-26,7 167,.8-158.0 6.5-6.6 274.2-273.0 
Developed Space 

Square Feet (000’s) 1,306-1,211 487-507 250-260 15-70 903-1,143 - 165-287 3,126-3,478 

Dwelling Units 1,306-1,211 - - - - - — 1,306-1,211 

Hotel Rooms - - - - - - 300 Rooms 300 

L Parking Spaces - - = = = = 351-355 351-355 
Investment (000’s) 

Total $52,014-48, 190 8,028-8 366 8,965-9,350 1,800-16,800 1,129-1,429 463,305-447,705 7,746-7,749 542,987-539,590 
Public $ 6,784-6,285 730-761 815-850 1,800-16,800 1,129-1,429 463,305-447,705 246-249 474,809-474,080 
Private $45,230-41,905 7,298-7,605 8,150-8,500 - - - 7,500-7,500 68,178-65,510 

Economic Impact 

Construction Phase 
Jobs* 1,803-1,670 278-290 263-271 62-581 39-49 16,037-15,497 268-268 18,750-18,626 
Wages (000’s) $23,406-21,685 3,612-3,764 4,033-4,207 810-7,560 508-644 208,487-201,467 3,486-3,487 244 342-244 724 

Permanent 
Jobs* = 1,218-1,267 982-1,021 10-60 4 100 44 2,358-2,496 
Wages (000's) $10,448-9,688 12,180-12,670 7,368-7,662 80-580 30 1,300 309 31,715-32,239 
Retail Sales (000’s) = = $17,500-18,200 - - - - 17,500-18,200 

L Population 3,181-2,935 - - = - - _ 3,181-2,935 
Tax Revenues Generated (0000's) 
City $2,669-2,473 574-598 642-669 _ - - 669 4,554-4,409 
State $ 522-484 180-183 1,005-1,045 4-33 1.75 64 16 1,792.75-1,826.75 
Development in Area Immediately 
- Adjacent to Corridor‘ (000’s) 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. $112,120 2,465 N.A N.A 114,585 
Public - = = $112,120 2,465 = - 114,585 
Private N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. NA N.A N.A - 

Development in Larger Area 
Surrounding Corridor“ (000’s) 

Total $248,270 563 2,390 549,172 27,742 57,332 53,915 939,384 
Public = = a 357,224 27,742 57,332 53,875 496,173 
Private $248,270 563 2,390 191,948 - - 40 443,211 

Note: The range is the result of extension ornon extension of the Arterial through Jamaica Plain 

“Man-years 

Permanent positions 

“Includes projects within one-half mile on either side of Corridor, North and South of Forest Hills 

‘Includes following BRA Planning Districts: South End, Washington Park, Model Cities, Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park and Roslindale 

Includes the school, fire and police, library, hospital facilities and public building components of the City’s ten-year Capital Facilities 

Program. The two largest program projects are the Campus High School and Boston City Hospital. 

"Includes programmed urban renewal site improvements, infrastructure expenditures, 3-year water and sewer and municipal parking 
®Includes rail bed to Route 128 

Source: Boston Redevelopment Authority Research Department 


Economic development of the South- 
west Corridor is potentially the single 
most exciting and productive situation to 
face the City of Boston in this century. It 
is estimated that construction expendi- 
tures will total $540 million, and will pro- 
vide 18,500 jobs, with $245 million in 
wages during the 6-10 year construction 
state. The result will be a new transporta- 
tion network, large-scale commercial and 
housing development, housing for the 
elderly, rehabilitation of existing housing, 
new open space and recreation areas, as 
well as capital improvements for necessary 
city services. It is expected to provide at 
least 2400 permanent jobs, both white- 
and blue-collar, with a $31 million annual 
payroll, as well as close to $4.5 million a 
year in new taxes for the City, and $1.8 
million for the State. 

Estimates of economic benefits are 
based on the probable uses for each of the 
development parcels in the Corridor, and 
projections from this as to construction 
costs, total number of jobs, amount of 
wages, and tax revenue that would be 
generated during and after development. 
About $460 million of the $540 million 
development cost will be for transporta- 
tion projects. In addition, there is great 
potential for private development in the 
areas adjacent to the Corridor which are 
not included in these economic projec- 
tions. The City of Boston has already 
earmarked some $115 million in capital 
improvements — for example, schools, 
parks, utilities and streets—in and 
around the Corridor, to help upgrade 
neighborhoods and stimulate invest- 
ment confidence. 

Approximately 75% to 80% of the 
development of the Corridor will take 
place in Roxbury and Jamaica Plain— 
chiefly new construction on land cleared 
originally for the projected Southwest 
Expressway. The number of jobs available 
will have significant economic impact on 
the employment of minority persons. 
While some new construction is planned 
for Roslindale and Hyde Park, the major 
emphasis there will be on rehabilitation 
of existing housing. New housing will be 
primarily for the elderly. 


Next Steps 


We believe that all the proposals in this 
report are feasible. In several cases 
methods for implementation are sug- 
gested; in others, the details need to be 
worked out 

Construction of transit can be financed 
under the Interstate Highway Transfer 
Provisions of the 1973 Federal Highway 
Act. Eighty percent of capital funds will 
come from the Federal Government, with 
twenty percent as the local share 

Funds are in hand for completion of 
necessary engineering and environmental 
impact work on the transit projects 
described in this report. During the next 
few months, assumptions will be verified 
and modifications made when necessary 
Additiona n work will also be 
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Additional Sources 


The conclusions in this brochure are 
based upon the detailed information from 
many separate reports. These reports are 
an integral part of the Southwest Corridor 
Development records and are available 
from the Coordinator's Office 


Conclusions 


The recommendations made here will 
be amplified as new information becomes 
available. Any useful plan is only as good 
as its ability to change within a constant 
framework. The framework here specifies 
community goals, the quality and loca- 
tion of the transportation systems, and 
land uses within an appropriate neighbor- 
hood context 

In all cases, the intent has been to 
improve the community on a neighbor- 
hood by neighborhood basis. The potential 
for economically and environmentally 
desirable growth is present in the size of 
public investment to be made in Corridor 
neighborhoods. The careful coordination 
of this investment with complementary 
private investments will allow the 
potential of the Southwest Corridor to 
be realized 





Credits 


This plan was accomplished not only 
by the staffs of public agencies, but also 
by numerous non-paid citizens concerned 
about the future of the City. Without all 
of these people the job could not have 
been done, nor could it have represented 
the views of the neighborhoods involved. 
Many long evening hours were spent in 
the sessions of the Southwest Working 
Committee and Neighborhood Sub- 
Committees, which serve as the principal 
advisory forum for citizen participation. 

We owe sincere thanks to many indi- 
viduals and the following groups, and we 
encourage them to remain faithful to the 
process now begun: 


The Mayor of the City of Boston and 
his Agencies 

The Little City Hall Managers 

The Boston Economic Development 
and Industrial Commission 

The Model City Agency, The Model 
Neighborhood Board and Community 
Development Corporation 

The Boston Housing Authority 

The Boston Redevelopment Authority 

The Parkman Center and Parkman 
Conference Participants 

Selectmen of the Town of Needham 

Executive Office of Transportation and 
Construction, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Public Works 

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority 

The Metropolitan District Commission 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Commerce 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Community Affairs 

The Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council 


Agassiz Community School 

Association for Public Transportation 

Bay Village Neighborhood Association 

Bromley Heath Tenant Management 
Council 

Brookline Conservation Commission 


Canton Transportation Committee 

Central Improvement Association 

Church of All Nations 

Citizens for Rail Transportation 

Cooper Community Center 

Ecumenical Social Action Council 

Fenway Group 

Fenway Project Area Committee 

Forest Hills Association 

Greater Boston Committee on the 
Transportation Crisis 

Hennigan Community School 

Hyde Park Board of Trade 

Hyde Park CPPAX 

Hyde Park I-95 Committee 

Jamaica Plain A.P.A.C. 

Jamaica Plain Civic Association 

Jamaica Plain Community Council 

Jamaica Plain Kiwanis Club 

Jamaica Plain Transportation 
Committee 

Lamartine Street Association 

League of Women Voters: Hyde Park 

League of Women Voters: Needham 

League of Women Voters: Boston 

Lower Roxbury Community Corporation 

Mission Hill A.P.A.C. 

Mission Hill Circle Federation 

Mission Hill Planning Commission 

Mission Hill Task Force 

Mystic River Watershed Association 

Neponset Conservation Association 

Roslindale Community Development 
Corporation 

Roslindale First 

Roslindale Improvement Association 

Roxbury Action Program 

Greater Roxbury Chamber of Commerce 

Roxbury Federation of Neighborhood 
Centers : 

Roxbury Multi-Service Center 

Sierra Club 

Southwest Land Development Coalition 

South End Committee on Transportation 

South End Project Area Committee 

Suburban Southwest Transportation 
Committee 

Summer Hills Association 

United Neighbors of Lower Roxbury 

Whittier Street Service Center/ 
Roxbury A.P.A.C. 

Whittier Street Task Force 

Woodbourne Association 


Housing Innovations, Incorporated 
H.W. Lochner and Company, Inc. 
Development Technologies, Inc. 


The following citizens, not members of 
the Working Committee, have donated 
their time pro bono publico: 
David F. Delaney, Cabot, Cabot & 
Forbes Co. 

John T. Galvin 

Fred Glimp, Committee of the 
Permanent Charity Fund 

Kenneth Guscott, Federal Reserve Bank 

Rt. Reverend Francis Lally, Sacred 
Heart Church, Roslindale 

Reverend W. Seavey Joyce, S.J. 

John Ryan, Ryan, Elliott & Co. 


The Office of the Southwest Coordina- 
tor, Executive Department, Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts: 

Anthony Pangaro, Development 

Coordinator 

Kenneth Kruckemeyer, Architect 

A. Henry Schilling 

Katharine Monroe 

Ellen Gordon 

Joanne Balayan 

Gina Cook 





Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Francis W. Sargent, Governor | 


olttevola Guest aBaveuumcna@ecininiog 

8 Asticou Road 

Jamaica Plain, MA. 02130 : 

Tel. 617-522-6071 . 
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